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Cherwell District Council

Executive

Minutes of a meeting of the Executive held as a virtual meeting, on 7
September 2020 at 5.30 pm

Present:

Also
Present:

Officers:

Councillor Barry Wood (Chairman), Leader of the Council
Councillor George Reynolds (Vice-Chairman), Deputy Leader
of the Council

Councillor Colin Clarke, Lead Member for Planning
Councillor lan Corkin, Lead Member for Customers and
Transformation

Councillor John Donaldson, Lead Member for Housing
Councillor Tony llott, Lead Member for Financial Management
and Governance

Councillor Andrew McHugh, Lead Member for Health and
Wellbeing

Councillor Richard Mould, Lead Member for Performance
Councillor Lynn Pratt, Lead Member for Economy,
Regeneration and Property

Councillor Dan Sames, Lead Member for Clean and Green

Councillor Sean Woodcock, Leader of the Labour Group

Yvonne Rees, Chief Executive

Stephen Chandler, Corporate Director Adults & Housing
Services

Steve Jorden, Corporate Director Commercial Development,
Assets & Investment & (Interim) Monitoring Officer

Claire  Taylor, Corporate Director Customers and
Organisational Development

David Peckford, Assistant Director: Planning and Development
Lorna Baxter, Director of Finance & Section 151 Officer

Maria Dopazo, Acting Planning Policy, Conservation & Design
Manager

Chris Thom, Principal Planning Policy Officer

Yuen Wong, Principal Planning Policy Officer

Sharon Whiting, Principal Planning Policy Officer

Natasha Clark, Governance and Elections Manager

Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest.
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Executive - 7 September 2020
Petitions and Requests to Address the Meeting

There were no petitions or requests to address the meeting.

Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 20 August 2020 were agreed as a correct
record, to be signed by the Chairman in due course.

Chairman's Announcements

There were
no Chairman’s announcements.

Monthly Performance, Finance and Risk Monitoring Report - July 2020

The Director of Finance and Head of Insight and Corporate Programmes
submitted a report which summarised the Council’s Performance, Risk and
Finance monitoring position as at the end of the first quarter.

Resolved

(1) That the Performance, Risk and Finance Monitoring report at July 2020
be noted.

Reasons

The Council is committed to performance, risk and budget management and
reviews progress against its corporate priorities on a monthly basis.

This report provides an update on progress made during July 2020 to deliver
the Council’s priorities through reporting on Performance, the Leadership Risk
Register and providing an update on the financial position.

Alternative options

Option 1: This report illustrates the Council’s performance against the 2020-
21 business plan. As this is a monitoring report, no further options have been
considered. However, members may wish to request that officers provide
additional information.

Partial Review of the Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 - Oxford's Unmet
Housing Need: Inspector's Report and Plan Adoption

The Assistant Director - Planning and Development submitted a report to
consider the Inspector’s Report on the Examination of the Partial Review of
the Cherwell Local Plan 2011-2031 - Oxford’s Unmet Housing Need (the
Partial Review Plan) and to make recommendations to Council on the
adoption of the Plan.
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In introducing the report the Lead Member for Planning commended and
thanked the Assistant Director Planning and Development, the Acting
Manager Planning Policy, Conservation and Design and the Planning Policy
Team for their hard work on the Cherwell Local Plan and partial review.

Resolved

(1)  That the conclusions of the Inspector’s Report be noted and the
Inspector’'s recommended Main Modifications be endorsed (Annex to
the Minutes as set out in the Minute Book).

(2)  That the incorporation of the minor modifications as set out in the
Annex to the Minutes (as set out in the Minute Book) be endorsed.

(3)  That the necessary changes to the Housing Trajectory and
Infrastructure Schedule (Annexes to the Minutes as set out in the
Minute Book) arising from the Inspector’'s recommendations and Main
Modifications be noted.

(4)  That the Equalities Impact Assessment (Annex to the Minutes as set
out in the Minute Book) be noted.

(5)  That the final Policies Maps (Annex to the Minutes as set out in the
Minute Book) be noted.

(6)  That Full Council be recommended to adopt the Partial Review of the
Cherwell Local Plan (Annex to the Minutes as set out in the Minute
Book).

(7)  That Full Council be recommended to delegate to the Assistant
Director — Planning and Development the publication of an updated
Adopted Policies Map to illustrate graphically the application of policies
contained in the adopted development plan.

(8)  That Full Council be recommended to delegate to the Assistant
Director — Planning and Development, the correction of minor spelling,
grammatical or typographical errors and any minor improvements from
a presentational perspective prior to the publication of the Local Plan.

(9)  That Full Council be recommended to authorise the Assistant Director
— Planning and Development to publish the Sustainability Appraisal
Adoption Statement and Local Plan Adoption Statement (Annexes to
the Minutes as set out in the Minute Book).

Reasons

The Partial Review of the Local Plan is an important part of the Council’s
Local Development Scheme. Its completion would enable the Council to fulfil
its commitment in paragraph B.95 of the adopted Cherwell Local Plan (2015).
It would draw to a conclusion a significant period of concerted, cooperative
work and provide certainty for the affected communities, notwithstanding the
concerns of many who have objected to the development proposals.
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Those objections have been considered by the Planning Inspector. He has
considered why and how the Plan has been prepared, its proposals and its
likely effects. He has considered the case against the Plan, including through
public hearings.

The purpose of the Plan is clear - to provide housing to meet identified need.
The plan would provide 4,400 homes including 2200 homes as affordable
housing. It would ensure that this happens in the area of the district most
suitable for responding to the source of that need. Completion of the Plan
would provide certainty of supply. The Plan is supported by significant
proposals for sustainable transport, the delivery of green infrastructure and
net gains in biodiversity. It seeks to provide the opportunity for distinctive
place-shaping.

It has now been clearly stated by the appointed Planning Inspector that, with
Main Modifications (as proposed by the Council), the Plan is sound. It has
been prepared in accordance with necessary regulatory, procedural and
national policy requirements. It had been informed by cooperation and
engagement with prescribed bodies and a process of sustainability appraisal.
An evidenced led process has been followed.

It is therefore the view of officers that the Partial Review of the Local Plan,
incorporating Main and Minor Modifications, would appropriately and
sustainably deliver on the Council’s commitment.

Officers advise that the Inspector’s recommendations should be accepted,
that the Main and Minor Modifications be endorsed, and that the Plan
proceeds to Council for adoption.

Alternative options

Option 1: To proceed to adoption of the Local Plan with the Inspector’'s Main
Modifications only.

This option was rejected as this would fail to address minor matters of
clarification, updating and corrections, which together do not materially affect
the policies but without which the Plan would be of lesser quality.

Option 2: Reject the Inspector’'s Main Modifications and not proceed to
adoption of the Plan.

This option was rejected as the Inspector has recommended all of the Main
Modifications proposed by the Council.

Plan making is a crucial part of the planning process and the Secretary of
State may direct a local authority to make a plan to ensure that the planning
process in any area is properly administered (Section 27, Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 as amended).

Urgent Business

There were no items of urgent business.
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The meeting ended at 6.05pm

Chairman:

Date:



